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and the 

oh young people who are the f{ubjects 

of them fo particularly adapted to 

me each other, that though I have ne- 

\ ver profeffed myfelf an advocate for 

the trade of match-making, I can- 

: ‘not help wifhing that by means of 

this paper they may grow acquainted with each other. 

It is for this reafon that I have taken the very firft ope 
portunity of publithing the letters of their parents. 


To Mr. Firz-ADA™M, 
Srp, 


As you have undertaken the focial office of redreffing 
grievances, I fhall lay one before you, which I am 
fute muft have often occurred to you, though f do not 

| remember 








1062 0S'C(Cs THE WORLD. No. 177. 


remember that you have hitherto animadverted upon it. 
The grievance I am {peaking of is of fo fatal a tendency, 
‘that wit, parts, learning, education, knowledge, read- 
‘mgend travel, are rendered utterly ufelefs by it, and by 
ich the moft illiterate dunce, who has never been at 
‘{chool, nor opened a:book befides the Fairy. Tales, pro- 
‘vided his outfide be properly ornamented, is exactly up- 
on a level with the moft accomplifhed gentleman. This 
grievance, Mr. Fitz-Adam, is no other than the per- 
nicious cuftom of card-playing,; which has of late fo 
‘univerfally prevailed in all private families, as well as 
public affemblies. : 


I am not confidering this cuftom in it’s neceflary con- 
fequences of deftroying fortunes and conftitutions, riuf- 
fling tempers, promoting quarrels, and. occafioning al- 
moft infinite diftreffes and difquietudes., for if taken 
fingly in this point of view, ‘it is only hurtful to thofe 
who are the promoters of it, and is of little or no con- 
fequence to the reft of mankind, who are not fharers 
in the evil, 


I musT inform you, fir, that Iam the father of an 
only fon, to whom (es I have a large eftate to leave 
him) I have giventhe moft perfe& education that this 

-country’can afford : and it is the higheft fatisfaction to 
me that none of my care has been thrown away upon 
him. When he had finifhed his ftudies at the univer- 
fity, and perfected himfelf in town in all the neceflary 
accomplifhments of a young man of fafhion, I fent him, 
under the direGtion of a very excellent tutor, on his tra~ 
vels through France, Italy and Germany ; from which, 
after an abfence of four years, he returned: laft- winter, 


improved beyond my utmoft hopes. 


Bur, alas, fir! when I expected to fee him the ad- 
miration of all companies, und to have been every 
‘where’ congratulated on the happinefs of having fuch a 
fon, I found, -from the univerfal attention to cards, that 
his acquirements were totally unnoticed, and that all 
the coft and trouble I had been at in his education, an- 
‘{wered: no other purpofe than to make him company 
‘for himfelf, and a few unfafhionable friends who have 
:no.commerce with the world. : 


Ir 
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* Ir this infatiable ‘paffion continues, it were ‘as well 
if our public {chools and. univerfities were ‘abolifhed, 
and that travel and all other means of acquiring know- | 
ledge and refinement were at once prohibited ; and in 
their places, other feminaries erected) in this metropolis, 
and proper mafters appointed, to inftruct our children in: 
the rudiments of Brag, Cribbage and Lanfquenet, till 
they were of a proper age to -ftudy Whift, ‘and the-other 
gaines of fkill, at the acaderny af Mr. Hoyle... By fuch 
a method our children would be trained up to make a 
figure in the world, and their ‘parents faved the 'tewable 
anil expence of a ufelef education. 


I wis, Mr. Fitz-Adam, you would give us your 
thoughts upon this matter, which will certainly be a- 
greeable to the ferious “ of your readers, anda great 
scan i te, 


Sire, 
Your moft humble Bani 
C, Yu: 


P. S. Since my writing'the above, I have-been look- 
‘ing over the firft-volume of the Wortp, andsam for 
to find Mr.Fitz-Adam himfelf fo very fathionable a man, 

as to countenance and recommend with his pen the grie- 
vance [ have been complaining of. In number VII of 
your papers, you are pleafed to exprefs yourfelf in the 
following words.. ‘“ Ilook upon cARbDs as-an innectnt 
«and ufeful amufement; calculated to interrupt the 
« formal converfations arid private cabals of large com- 
“« panies, and-to give a man fomething to do, who-has 
~* nothing to fay.” If ] had been your advifer, Mr. 
Fitz-Adam, the paffage fhould have ftood thus... «I 
“ look upon carps as a fenfelefs and pernicious a- 
‘* mufement, calculated to interrupt the improving 
'** converfations and enlivening fallies of all companies; 
«© and to level men of genius and underftanding with 
“ fools and coxcombs.” This is really the truth of 
the matter; and if you confider it as you ought, you 
will, I hope, retract your opinion as ) publicly as you 
have given it. 


Yours, &e, 
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Tue. other letter is from a mother, complaining of the 
untoward difpofition of an only daughter. - 


' SIR,.. eae msi ha BONE shetkont 
. Tam’ arwidow of five-and-thirty, with a-bandfome 
jointure, and have refufed’ many good offers forthe fake: 
of an‘only child, whom I have endeavoured to bring u 

in themoft fafhionable manner I was able.’ She will 
have twelve: thoufand peunds to her fortune when the 
comes of age, and Ihave fupported her at my own ex- 
pence, that’ the intereft of her portion may be added to 
the principal. 1 aflure you, fir, that I am not like 
other mothers of my youth and complexion, who in 
ordef to'appear younger than they really aré, confine their 
gfown-up daughters’at-home, for fear of being rivalled 
by them. in’ public affemblies. I thank Heaven’ J have 
no need of fuch arts: for as often as I goabroad with 
mine, I am taken for her fifter; and I have the pleafure 
of obferving, that-I have. more civil things faid to me by 
the men; than ‘my daughter cah ever hope for. Not 
that the girl-is either ugly or awkward; fhe is as tall 
too as her mother, and has been of a marriageable ace 
this year‘or two, being complete fifteéi the 12th of laft 
March:*but as a colonel in the guards was pleafed to 
tell‘me a few nights'ag6 at Ranelagh, Ihave a certain 
air ahd manner, that my daughter muft quite defpair of 
imitating.’ bus 


- [mention thefe>trifles, fir, to° convince you that I 
have not the motive of other mothers ‘for locking up 
my daughter whenever I go abroad: on the contrary, I 
have carried her, at times, to all'the polite affemblies in 
town: but alas, fir! I cannot make. her company for 
people: of fafhion. She will neither play at cards with 
therm, nor enter into the fpirit of their converfation. 
She even pretends to blufh at (what fhe calls) the liber- 
ties | allow the men to take with me. She would not 
toaft a fentiment for the world; and for thofe delicate 
double entendres, that fo enliven all private companies, 
J cannot for the life of me teach her to underftand them. 
To be fure the girl has not fo white a kin as her mother, 
nor can fhe value herfelf upon that beautiful fall of 
fhoulders, and elegance of neck, for which (I may fay 
it without vanity). I was always fo admired. But then, 


Mr; 





No. 31775 ' THE WORLD. ies: 


Mr. Fitz-Adam, thofe parts of her perfon are:not abfo- 
lutely odious; though by pinning her handkerchief con- 
ftantly under her chin, fhe would make everv body be- 
lieve fo. 


IHAve taken immenfe pains in her education to fit 
her for the world ; but it is my misfortune to fee, that 
from an unaccountable perverfenefs of mind, fhe had 
rather fhut herfelf up in her clofet, poring upon the 
Spectators. (which to my knowledge fhe has read twenty 
times over) than fit down to a card-table with the firft 
company in England, And yet the girl does not want 
underftanding neither; nay, her uncle in the country, 
who is aclergyman and an archdeacon, will have it that 
fhe is. the moft accomplifhed. young, lady this day.in 
‘England. But what.can a country parfon know of ac- 
-complifhments? W-e who live in the polite circle, are 
-certainly the’ beft judges of thofe matters. She plays 
well upon the mufic indeed, and has, an immenfe pretty 
-voice.;. but.the misfortune is, that whem fhe fhould be 
drefiing for a rout, fhe is.either praétifing a leffon, or 
finging a fong; fo that muft be forced to go without 
her, or ftay till the .card-tables are all full.. A fig for 
her accomplifhments; I.am fure they have almoft, broke 
~ my heart; and J. verily believe. I fhall be;temypted to. 
marry again, that Imay have other: children of more 
towardly -difpofitions. It was but, laft funday, after 
fpending the evening at cards, at the politeft affembly in 
town (where I would gladly have taken her) that at 
my return home, I found her in her drefling-room, 
reading a fermontoher maid. Fam by.no means againit 
fermons, Mr. Fitz-Adam; they do well enough at 
church ; and when they are enlivened by good compa- 
ny, I can endure them as well as anybody: but the 
-morning is the time for thofe fort of things, and they 
ought never :to interfere with more agreeable amufe- 
ments. 


Tue gitl has another whim too. You muft know 
‘fhe is naturally of a pale complexion ; and for all that L 
-ean fay or do, I cannot prevail upon her to lay on a lit- 
tle red, even though fhe fees every day how becoming it 
-is toMe, who do not need it fo much: fo that the goes 
nto company like a mere ghoft; but of what fex, if it 
was not for her petticoats, would be hard to determine ; 
fot the is abfolutely covered from head to foot. She had 
‘the faucinefs to tell me the other day, that I wanted her 
«to drefs and look like a woman of the town. I would 

have 
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thave you drefs and look like a woman of the world, 
Mifs, fays 1; butto your fhame be it fpoken, there are 
‘women of the town, -who are capable of improving you. 
‘One may look like a woman of the town, though one 
would fcorn to ac like one. 


177. 


In this manner, Mr. Fitz-Adam, fhe talks and be- 
haves. I have threatened her often to expofe her in the 
Wortp; but my immenfe tendernefs for her has pre- 
vailed over my refentment: and to confefs the truth, I 
had no other intention when I drew up this letter, than 
only to read it toher, and frighten her out of her follies ; 
but her behaviour upon the occafion determined me to 
fend it, and to defire your publication of it. ‘* Lord, 
** mamma, fays fhe, Mr. Fitz-Adam will think you are 
** ridiculing Yourfelf, and complimenting Me: for if I 
* am really this kind of girl, Ifhall be quite in love 
“ with myfelf. Pray, madam, give me the letter, and 
«¢ Til carry it to Mr. Dodfley’s with my own hands.” 
“No, mifs, faysI,, a fervant will be more punétual 
** T believe: and fince you are fo in love with your own 
“ character, it fhall go this minute.” 


Favour me fo far, fir, as to give it a place in your 
next Thurfday’s paper; and if you will tell her of her 
abfurdity, and how ill fuited her behaviour is both to 
her education and fortune, you will immenfely oblige, 

SiR, 
Your moft obedient 
bumble fervant, 


M. C. 
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